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Reegan adds

By Robert Pai’ T AN
. Associmdmss-’-,ra' mnmm HE ;
WASHINGTON“"“' P’esxdent Reagam
sxgned atr executive order yesterday”
that makes it easier, for. Ofﬁc;als:m.
‘statnp doenments"secret revérsing:
- a 30-year trend ot’ givie nyg the publr'
" more access to government files: "1 ™
. It is essentjal; fbr our citizens to:be |
informed about’their govemments
acnvmes- but“ims*also essential 1o
protect certain Sensittve informatiors
- when' dtsclosure couId harm the;
secumy of all’our - citizens, Reacan
‘said in a statement ac:companymnr
the ordef. | ienex o *‘"“H:“:;
“The order replaces onesigned’ by-
. PreStdent Jimmy 4 Carter in 1978 that
" “placed new restrictmns on use ‘of the'
-government- secrecy ' stamp and”in:]
_sisted that secrecy be’ specrfzcatly
ba!anced agamst the pubhc‘s right to
‘know: e e B
“The Reagan order shich will take’)
et’fect i about 10’ days and whtch-
‘went throu«vh’several drafts in: the
“Jast yéar; has been_cnncrzed by} JOUI‘- ]
,nahsts and 4«cxv1l .. hbertanans “as )

‘much power to withhol
-~ -from the pubhcf

. ® Allows . classmca on " o d u--]
-ments’ even if. possnble damage to‘j
‘national _security ‘s . ifis ]
Iab!e ,: . .‘f ’A' w - . v
: . ® Deletes atters mandate that'
offictals must ;‘determine’ whéther?
“the -public - interest in - dlsclosure-
-outwexgbs the” damage 10 national,.
“security- that might. rea‘sonablx ibeb:

- ‘expected from dtsc}osur i AR
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. tect nanonal securxty

- or plans that relate to the national |
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g after six years with an eye toward
‘réteasing them unless their contin-
.ued classification is requxred to pro-
- o Creates a new area .ot classmca«

‘tion: “the vulnerabilities or capabili-

ties of systems, installations, projects

_security.”. Critics. claim this p’row-
- sion amounts to-a “blank check” for
.the governmenLto !\eep documents:
‘Secret. « . L
GSen DameL—P Moymhan ot‘New
York,sthe ranking Democrat on the
Senate Intelligence Committee, said
‘the panel had urged Reagan o keep
‘Carter's requirement that.damage 10
“the nanonal ‘security ‘be’ ‘ftdermft-
able"‘ before mtorman could be
* classified. ” )
. “Not to have done’ so was a mts—
i take "*Moynihan said.™ 3 gdizas, o
But Sen: Barry M. Goldwater (R
3 Artz.)' the Intelligence ( Commntees
: chairman, called the orderthe “prop-
*er common-sense balance’ between
’ governmént secrecy and the need for
-a well-mformed pubhc

I

- "l haven never subscnbed to thes
nonon that - there -are no-enemies:
within the boundaries of our coun~
‘try,” Goldwater said. “Truly sepsitive.
mfdrmatton must ‘be-: kept 'Irom~
them RIS ; :

" 'Rep. Glenn Enatxsh.’_ (D. Oan)
chanrman of the Government Opera:
; ttons mformatwn “and - individual®

o

% tghts qubcctmmtttee said): th@’Re&
; gan order's overall meeaag%xg-“c!as-
~sufy, classify, classify.” 244 = 2

2% He'said -the order appears to ex-

pand gfeatly the.amount of informa-
- tion: that is subject’to classification,

_and to ‘Iicrease the number of bu-

craty thh authomy to lasmi ‘.-'1‘«

: «"The r.ew execuuve orde _appears
to have been’ designed pnmanly for
‘the convenience of bured#érats who -
‘want to- hide their actict.s-{rom the
_public” English said. “One can only
' assumethat the mania_for. secrecy
‘goes’ all the way to»*he' op. of the
admni’stratton iy

e Semcradxmmstranon offxcxalssatd
~yesterday they: -did: not- believe the

ad led to the release of some infor-:
" ‘mation that should have been kept 4

_new order would lead to.more docn-

STAT

ments being kept secret. But they
-said it would maxe it easier to block
court challenges to thelr classxfrca-.
tion dectstons. .

" At'a White House bn»t’mg. the offt-
cials said ‘the order would help-
reduce the perception in other coun-
tries that the U.S. government can be

forced to give out cr*ttcak mtellx» SR

gepcemformauon."f BT s
The officials said. Carters order |

_secret, but they refused to- tdennfy
the documents or. give details. -« -

Alt‘tougb broademng the’ governv
‘mext's power- to control inforroation,’
the finai order reﬂects aretreat from’
earher proposals. -~ - 2 -

_Unlike a prevmus,draft the order
swned by Reagan keeps Carters

requirement that ‘classified doci|

rients be marked sectwn by section
2510 their sensitivity. Earlier drafts

‘of the order had allowed entire docu-

ments to be classified even if only |

parts, contamed,sensxtxve miorma- .

HOH N
[ f‘f

The fmal ordeﬁalso backed off a
proposal that-would. have required’
documents to-be. classified at the
‘highest possible. level even if there’
was reasonable doubt apout the need
tokeepthe documemsecret RECS B

““The order states that in such cases,
the doctiiments should be safeguard-
-ed as if classified for 30 days while an:
appropriate official determines what
“secrecy classification‘to apply:- -~y

- Previous orders. dating to the Nix-
~ on administration had insisted that:
~-Where .there was"reasonable-donbt;’

fied or the:lowest possible secrecy’
;Ievel should beapplied. s o2 stuais

e

Like “the Carter’ order; Reagan's]

order has three: levels of : ‘classificas
tions: top secret, secret and confiden-!
tiak. It also retains the: ‘requirement
_that secrecy not be used: to cover up
waste Or wrongdoing: .- tisiipg)

~Algroup “called. the Reporter&
‘Committee comp}amed that Reagan’s’

‘order “will prevent the press hxstort— '

‘ans, academtctans researchers ‘and ]

‘other citizens from obtaining . infor-|

. ‘mation about: foreign affairs, intelli-"

genceand defenseplanning.” i)
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- :the.document” should not*be classin _' -




